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TROUBLE IN MUSIC CITY. Controversy has developed at 
the Nashville Science Fiction Club over the use of their 
name and incorporation proceedings undertaken unilater­
ally by one of their members. At the October NSFC 
meeting, proposals were brought 
(1) formal election of officers.

up by Perry Chapdelaine 
and (2) NSFC chartered

as a non-profit organization. After at least one tie vote, 
were defeated; Chapdelaine reportedly left the meeting "it

one NSFC member.’

both proposals 
a huff" according

At the November NSFC meeting, it was discovered that on October 11, Chap­
delaine had unilaterally filed a charter for the Nashville Science Fiction 
Club, in which it was specified that Chapdelaine would select a Soard of Dir­
ectors for NSFC, which in turn would elect club officers. The charter filing 
was reportedly paid by a check drawn on the account of Authors' Co-op, Inc., 
of which Chapdelaine is President. A letter of protest to the Tennessee 
State Attorney General was sent by the NSFC, which stated that at no time was 
Chapdelaine an officer of the club, and that club members by vote had decli­
ned applying for a charter, and requested the State of Tennessee not grant 
the charter.

Chapdelaine, who was one of the original founders of the club, claims 
that NSFC has deteriorated into a cliquish in-group; discussions got shut-off 
and programs had become an "old movies club". Furthermore, as one of the in­
ventors of the name 'Nashville Science Fiction Club', he claims he has as 
much right to the name as anyone else, especially since NSFC never had any 
constitution or bylaws that called for official election of a president or 
other officers (Ken Moore, the current President of NSFC, had assumed office 
in a coup several years back). In short, Chapdelaine maintained that NSFC 
was possibly not a formal group in the legal sense, and had no official 
claim to the name.

At any rate, Chapdelaine intends to pursue the charter application as 
far as possible, in spite of NSFC opposition, as he wants the club to set up 

. zontLnazd on pagz 3
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TROUBLE IN MUSIC CITY (cont.) 
a constitution and bylaws, and have proper election of officers, even to the 
point of forming a competing Nashville Science Fiction Club if necessary. 
At their November, NSFC by vote affirmed Ken Moore as President, and not to 
charter the club with the state, both by a large majority. And the letter 
from NSFC to the Attorney General has placed the status of the Chapdelaine 
NSFC charter in limbo, at present.

■TEAT invites letters of comment on this dispute from any interested 
party. (DL)

NORTHAMERI CON WRAP-UP I After all loose ends had been tied down, NorthAmer­
icon '79, held over Labor Day weekend in Louisville, ended about $8700 in 
the black, according to committee member Irvin Koch. As NorthAmericon was 
incorporated as a non-profit organization, the excess funds will be disposed 
of as follows: up to $4900 will be used on a post-con publication (due out 
in February), featuring photographs, GoH speeches, an updated list of mem­
bers, and the full financial report; it'll be sent to all members. $400 
will be set aside to run a Southern hospitality room at the Boston WorldCon. 
Up to $1500 will be used to repair the 35mm projectors that broke down dur­
ing uhe convention; the projectors will then be available for rental to 
other conventions. Remaining money will be split equally between the Uni­
versity of Louisville library (for SF books) and the American Red Cross. 
The art show hangings will be split among Southern SF conventions. Louis­
ville's annual regional SF convention, RiverCon, will now be run by the 
Louisville Science Fiction Association, Inc., the legal entity that was 
NorthAmericon. (DL)

OTHER RECENT CONVENTIONS. Haif-a-con, 
held Nov. 9-11 in Birmingham, Alabama, 
made it one of the largest Half-a-Cons 
Chapdelaine, and DAW anthology editors 
cording to one committee member, it was 
about $20 in the black.

the annual Southern relax-a-con, ..
In all, there were 103 paid, which 

ever. Attending pros were Perry 
Jerry Page and Hank Reinhardt. Ac- 
close, but the convention came out

26-28, attracted 155 registered members,

LosCon 6 was held in Los Angeles on
us
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) mimeо, 
about

FOR SALE: Heyer (hand-c 
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Margaret Mid­
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although 142 attended, 
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Bob Tucker reports 
West in Albany, NY (Nov
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As a result, con organizer Jan Howard 
Finder finished over a thousand dollar'

instruction manual, ext.
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Nov. 10-12. Marty Cantor 
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largest LosCon ever. (DL)



SOWHATDlDYou FirtD!?'

NEXTiENVO^ gRED

WHAT?
WHAT?

we Reached out aw? poiw 
The ARCHONS'_____

SEEMS 
/НбУДр£ 

SOG-EtfP ‘ 
MCWSTER.S

Ub‘?E A GRoUf Of SPECIALISTS IN 60?Ht$TiCAX£P 

ЛАР/^-^^ТХОА/ОА^У. we Got To 8€ know» AS

PiMTZS 3&AUS6 ooN't SHARP 
?lND(M<j&— WE ^tCcAT' ———«

AD
? Oac^slo^mS \

PERHAPS THo££ ARCHONS OF GM05TC ^£GШ9?
I hunH? F~7

f 4-A

• - - -
*■ •*
У T,sW*W

uh-huHH.

IN ThE BEGiNN^G of T«£ flRST MIU-EN^AA., ONE SPMNVeR cRouP X3M 
ef- $#AJSTMWS НШ> TH£ SEtigF THAT allCReATioaA UA5Th€ 

lAAPPRFSCV MINGunG-of PURE SflUlT ANp IMp£4ffcT,GROSS MATTER. 
H&WeN, THE $/<1£5/ WAS GuAACeO ВТ SPIRITUAL BEtMOS CAU/HS -L

AACHOblS, AS THE STARS."
"GNOSIS" OR£Sx 

" KNOWL0X3 E/Z<'

WHAT WE pCUND... Ж 

we neme^

...weAWE'W'thatthe
'SPACE PEOPCH* WHO iMMlGRATep 
To Sol st STEM in 2o2l were 
^Rom CLo$£ SY, $o we

gnostics began A W|
^STf^ATiC SEARCH of \ 

Яг л^ьх SPACE идти "excwps'J L 
Г Ho? I NG To locate The Ho^\£lVOALD 
THET'o Fop GOTTEN cR wS?!-AC€U>. /

^po5ДО C0*^TiHu£n’. ДЬоэтД. tHe рцгашла SkoTtle, 
w^sк Нз(, /Л^^е., дпЛ

YxcA.K;TH6 (jATATUN^ASHTO THf^"s£MMll$'? 
d Зит Тнет AReW'T ^S-^y££?

J/ Besses-
jL. Tou'AE Th£ oncY g₽ou₽ That HAf4G^ aAconO 
PgS with the SPACS PEOPLS



CHAT DECEMBER, 1979 PAGE 5

FILM BY SYNDICATE FEATURED AT DEC. 15 CSFA MEETING. The csfa met at its 
usual place, the UTC Student Center, on Nov. 17. Due to mix-ups with money, 
the film that had been ordered and announced had net arrived. After an­
nouncements by Ken Scott and the showing of the Stur Trek Blooper reel, the 
assembled group was given a choice of three video tapes. Despite the heavy 
sentiment toward Rooky Horror PiotrAre Shew, Dark Star was shown. For those not 
interested in the movie, there was a Hearts game in the lobby. Several out- 
cf-tcwn fans were in attendance at this meeting-Knoxville fanaruists Charlie 
Williams and Rusty Burke, Knoxville fans Vernon Clark and Robert Barger, 
David Pettus from Loretto, and Birmingham fan Jim Gilpatrick. After the 
film, the party started in the Quality Inn South. Organizer Tim Bclgeo had 
stocked the bathtub with beer and soda, and arrived a bit later with eight 
large pizzas, which were quickly eaten. There was also some disco dancing 
to a tape recorder brought by Colin Wright and D&D playing that went on very 
late. For the most part, people sat around and got acquainted with new mem­
bers or got into discussions with the old members. Also attending was pro 
author Perry Chapdelaine. It was a good party and everyone agreed that we 
should do it again in the future. The December meeting will be 7:30 PM, 
Saturday, Dec. 15, in the Lockout Mtn. Ream at the UTC Student Center. The 
book to be discussed will be Robert Silverberg's Up the Line. The program 
will be The Last of the Red Hot Mundanes, a film produced, written, acted in and 
presented by the Syndicate. Should be a good evening! If you are looking 
for the books to be discussed in future meetings, Svaaial Delivery by Gordon 
Dickson and Persistence of Vision by John Varley, check with our Bock Scrounge 
Andy Purcell. He will be distributing books and setting up accounts at the 
meeting. To get to UTC: Take 1-124 to the 4th St. exit (last one before 
Tenn. River bridge). Go on 4th St. for about 8/10 mile to Mabel St., and 
turn right on Mable. Go 2 blocks .(bearing right) and turn left onto'Vine St 
(which is one-way). Go 2^ blocks. The Student Center is on the left side; 
look for its sign. The meeting room is on the ground floor, near the infor­
mation desk. For questions, call Mike Rogers (266-0298). (NWL)
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UPCOMING REGIONAL CONVENTIONS.
CHATTACON, P.O. Box 21173, Chattanooga, TN 37412. Jan. 4-6, 1980 at the Downtown 

Sheraton. Ne will be featuring a Wilson (Bob) Tucker Roast and a Barry 
Longyear Writer's Workshop as well as all the features that were popular 
last year. GoH: Joan D. Vinge; MC: Wilson (Bob) Tucker; attend!ng-Hal 
Clement; Jack Chalker, Dave Kyle, Barry Longyear, Forrest J. Acxerman and 
others. $10 memberships, $10 banquet tickets, now thru the door.

UPPERSOUTHCLAVE 10, P.O. Bex 8423, Louisville, KY 40208. March 14-16, "980 at the 
Red Carpet Inn in Bowling Green, KY. It will be a.relax-a-con. GoH: 
P.L. Carruthers. S5 memberships.

С0А5тС0М '80, Box 6025, Biloxi, MS 39532. March 14-16, 1980. Write for info.
Attending-C.J. Cherryh, George Effinger. $10 memoerships

KUBLA KHANATE, c/o Ken Moore, 647 Devon Dr., Nashville, TN 37220. May 2-4, 1980 at 
the Quality Inn in Nashville. Nashville has a quality con and shouldn't 
be missed. GoH; Stephen King; MC: Andrew J. Offutt;Attending-many pros 
and artists. $7.50 memoerships and $10 at the door.

MIDSOUTHCON :30, c/o Andy Purcell, Rt. 1, Box 322-A, Lecma, TN 38468 (send SASE). 
June 20-22, 1980 at the Sheraton Inn in Huntsville, AL. This is one of 
the new southern cons. GoH: Fred Pohl; M,C. Kelly Freas; Fan GoH: Bob 
Tucker. $8 memberships to June 1 , 1980 and $ 10 after and at the door.

MYSTICON, P.O. Box 12294, Roanoke, VA 24024. July 4-6,1980 at the Sheraton Red Lion 
Inn in Blacksburg, VA. This new con is by the Nelson Bond Society. GoH: 
Goruon Dickson. $5 memberships to Dec. 31 and $7 after.

AS FI CON 1, 6045 Summitt Wood Dr., Kennesaw, GA 30144. Aug. 22-24, 1980 at the North­
lake Hilton in Atlanta, GA. As this is the DSC, it is a con not to be 
missed! GoH: Ted White; Fan GoH: Mike Glyer; attending-should attract 
many pros and artsts, as usual. $7.50 memberships until Dec. 31 and $10 
after that.

NCREASCON II, Box 46, MIT P.O., Cambridge, MA 02139. The World SF Con. Aug. 29- 
Sept. 1, 1980 at the Sheraton Boston, Boston, MA. GoH: Damon Knight and 
Kate Wilhelm; Fan GoH: Bruce Pelz; Toastmaster: Robert Silverberg; attend­
ing; More pros and artists than can be counted at this time. A11 the 
excitement that a World SF con can have. $8 supporting membership; write 
for the. attending rates.

RIVERCON, should be near the end of July. There has been no announcement about the 
1980 Rivercon, but there should be one by ChattaCon. For further info, 
write to: P.O. Box 8251, Louisville, Ky 40208
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ANOTHER FINE MESS" by David Pettus

Well now... I understand that Pam Dawber of 
Mork and Mindy is bitching because she gets only 
$15,000 per episode when Robin Williams gets sub­
stantially more. Damn!!! Many Americans don't 

make that kind of money in a year! If you ask me, 
America nas its priorities all screwed up. Mindless idoits like 

Pam Dawber make the big bucks and bitch about it when it isn't enough. And the 
average American.,.you know, the guy who gets up in the morning to go to work and рлоаисе 
something, has to scrape by as best as he can. Entertainment is real nice. But what is 
most important?? People who can do nothing but' play act, or people who produce the com­
modities which all of us consume? Hell, what is a celebrity anyhow? A celebrity is 
someone who is famous for being known (so says Studs Terkel). That's really all that 
they've got going for them, you know. A lot of peopie see them on the screen, a lo. о 
people know them (indirectly) and, ergo, they are famous...a celebrity. Basically then, 
celebrities are folks who are famous for being famous. This makes no sense??? It maxes 
about as much sense as people like Pam Dawber getting $15,000.00 for each program 
participates in when there are people doling something who can't get by on $15,000.0u a 
year! Of course, your average celebrity thinks this arrangement is pretty good...except 
for the oeool° Peepee always botherina them for autographs and persona7 appearances ? j - co пСашел-on-page. Id
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ANOTHER FINE MESS Icont.) 

and such as that, and it interferes with their lives to the point that it is an inconven­
ience. Egads! No celebrity wants to contend with inconvenience...money-yes, incor.ven- 
i ence-nc.

There are exceptions to the rule. I remember seeing Ricardo Montalban on the Tonight 
Shou admit that the money actors received was ridiculously extravagant wnen compared to 
the actual work that they did and its social significance in America. Of course, I didn't 
see him offering to return any of the money he gets for doing Tantasg Island. He is all 
talk, but at least he did admit that a discrepancy exists. He is the only performer that 
I have seen do that. Aw, hell. Let's talk about books.

Bantam Bocks has another Star Trek novel out now. Devil World by Gordon Eklund is 
the usual nonsense. Captain Kirk and the crew of the Starship Enterprise travel to a 
world called Hartland where live a race of devil-like creatures called Danons who threa­
ten to take control of things via a collective intelligence that never dies. Frankly, a 
lot of the fannish Star Trek fiction has been better than the stuff that pros 'ike Eklund 
and Joe Haldeman are doing. I think that fans may take it more seriously- Ergo, they 
tend to wcrk harder on Trek-related stories. The adaptations by James Blish were extreme­
ly oland. About all he bothered to do was put the monolog on paper... no description 
or characterization to amount to anything. Blish did, however, write what I think is the 
best yet "original" Star Trek novel, Spock Must Ле. I feel that the stories that Foster 
adapted for Ballantine Books were better in this respect. Foster attempted to make the 
people and situations in his stories more believable than did Blish. The screenolay for 
the upcoming Star 'Trek motion picture is based on a Foster story idea. I understand that 
Pocket Books will be publishing the novel 1ization, written by Gene Roddenberry, sometime 
next month. Pocket Books has about 17 books planned for 1980 which are tie-ins to the 
“rek phenomenon. In addition they are planning to start a new series of Trek novels and 
are currently looking at forty potential "Star Trek" writers to start the ball rolling. 
I'm actually kind of looking forward to the movie. It could be quite good.

There is a Berkley book on the stands called Alicia II. It is written by Robert 
Thurston, who wrote Battlestar: Qalaavica in conjunction with Glen A. Larson. Now, every­
one knows how Godawful bad Satvlestar was, so I really wasn't expecting much from this 
bock, and I was even dreading having to read it because it is all of 393 pages long; if 
reading a bad book is a waste of time, then reading a Zong bad book is certainly a wasted 
effort. But one of the really nice things about reviewing books is that, now and then, 
you run into a pleasant surprise. Alicia II was a pleasant surprise; it's one of the 
better novels I've read recently.

The plot is a love story that focuses around two people, Voss, who is an immortal, 
and Alicia, who is not. What really surprised me most about Alicia II is that not only 
is the writing above average, but the author has obviously put a lot of thought into the 
concept of immortality -- the social-psychological-1 egal indications and what it means 
to people who are and are not immortal. It is worth reading, and I recommend it.

Joan Vinge made her first big splash on the SF scene back in 1973 with a story called 
"Tin Soldier". Since then, she has been writing her own very special blend of SF, and the 
time has come for a short story collection. Sues of Amber and Other Stories (Signet, 
$1.95) is out new, and it's been well worth waiting for. The title story, "Eyes of Amber" 
first appeared in .Analog back in 1977, and won a Hugo award for best Novelette; it's a 
fine story. "View From a Height" was on this year's Hugo ballot for best Short Story, but 
did not win. It should have. There are four more stories in this collection including 
"Tin Soldier", which is my favorite. All are well worth reading.

A World Between by Norman Spinrad (Pocket Books, $2.25) is no-t the worst book that 
I have ever read, but it is way down the trash list. Spinrad seems to be thunders truck 
by the effect that the media can have on individuals exposed to it. By now, the notion 
of media-hype is old hat. It's been overdone, and I feel that most readers are intelli­
gent enough to see the direct and indirect impact of the media without having it pointed 
out to them by writers like Spinrad.

Pacifica is a planet colonized by earth. It is the galaxy's supreme example of an 
electronic democracy at work. Pacifica is a utopian world where men and women are equal 

corXauud on page I?
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ANOTHER FINE MESS (cont.)
and everyone can "plug-in" to the media. Everyone is equally well informed this way, so 
every man and woman can participate in making the decisions which effect them both individ­
ually and as а tw, democracy. Now, whereas Pacifica's thinkers are great politicians, they 
are lousy scientists. And so into this state of blissful existence come a band of outworld- 
ers who call themselves the Transcendental Scientists. They want to establish an Arkology, 
or university, on Pacifica for the purpose of teaching selected students the wonders of 
technology. But when the Arkology is established, only male students are allowed to enroll. 
An angry group of females, called the Femcrats, emerge and it's the war of the sexes all 
over again! Spinrad calls this the Pink and Blue War. Good God! The Pink and Blue War! 
This is stupid!! What does Spinrad take us for? Don't waste your time on this book.

Wheels Within Wheels by F. Paul Wilson (Dell Books, $2.25) is easy reading and kind of 
fun. Wilson portrays an interesting group of aliens called the Vanek, who live on the plan­
et Jebinose. The Vanek are incapable of aggression and can not lie or act in a deceitful 
manner; they are a religious folk who believe that it does no good to intervene in matters 
beyond their complete control. Rather, they believe that history is cyclical, like a wheel, 
so when things go wrong, one need only wait until circumstances travel full circle and 
right themselves. Wheels within wheels...this is basically a suped-up "don't give a damn" 
philosophy we're talking about here. And it appeals to me. Hell, I sometimes wonder what 
I'd do if something went .tight for a change. So next time everything goes to hell on you, 
just remember, wheels within wheels!

"IRREGULARITY" Media Reviews by Ken Scott

Just a few quick notes this time as I'm writing to meet a deadline.
Currently at the Northgate cinema is Sleeping Beauty from Walt Disney. Bakshi shou‘' 

have paid more attention to this movie than to all those Terrytoons. This is how fantas, 
animation should look rather than the skimpy methods Bakshi used in Lord of the Rings.

CBS recently presented on successive Saturdays the four hour version of Stephen King's 
'Salem’s Lot (which your author feels is the best addition to the vampire legend since 
Dracula). The adaptation was good, but not great, at least not as much as it could have 
been. This is mainly due to the representation of Barlow the vampire as a Nosferatu-type 
rampaging, mindless beast instead of the smooth talking tempter and schemer. I suppose that 
having paid all that money for James Mason as Straker, Barlow's handyman, they figured they 
should expand his part to be the "voice of Barlow". Among other things untouched or skimmed 
over is the corruption of the faith of the priest, and details of Barlow's existance before 
coming to 'Salem's Lot which shows what a mean-eternal and malevolent menace he is. For 
those of us who have read the book, the film was slightly disappointing but entertaining 
nevertheless. To someone who has not read the book it was a fine program and an excellent 
inducement to read the book. I intend to reread it as soon as possible. (Stephen King 'll 
be GoH at Kubla Khan 8 in May.)

Media Blitz Dept: The bally-hoo-ha has begun for Star Trek-the Motion Picture sched­
uled to premiere in mere days now. The novel by Roddenberry is out, and electronic toy 
model of the new Enterprise is already available at various toy stores, Mego is scheduling 
a line of 4" action figures a la Star Wars and BS:G retailing for about $2.50, large plastic 
model kit of the new Enterprise will be out soon at about $12. It better be worth it, damn 
it. [Ed. note-Marve! Comics also has the comic book version of the movie out.]

And Another Thing Dept: Promos for Disney's The Black Hole look оглу nice\ I have high 
hopes for it.

Caow.

OFF THE SHELF - REVIEWS OF THE OUT-OF-PRINT
THE LONG LOUD SILENCE by Wilson Tucker Reviewed by Jerry Alexander

Corporal Russel! Gary decided to celebrate his ten years in the Army by having a good 
old fashioned "one man" beer bust. While he was sleeping it off in a rundown hotel, th. 
U.S. was attacked. An enemy,never named, had attacked the Eastern part of the U.S. with 

continued on page 12
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REVIEW: Ths Long Loud Silence (cont.)

atomic and germ warfare. A few people did manage to survive due to having an immunity
against the germ plague. Unfortunately, they became carriers of the germ and posed a pro­
blem to those who lived on the other side of the Mississippi. The Western part of the U.S. 
took the remaining part of the Army in the unattacked side and set up a barrier that ran 
down the lenght of the country along the Mississippi River. No one was to cross over from 
the Eastern side alive. Corporal Gary had now become the enemy. He had woke up in the 
wrong side of the river.

Tucker has made Russell not a hero but a man of survival, who uses his military train­
ing and experiences to stay alive in a dying, desolate land. In his travels up and down 
the country he has encounters with various other survivors. Through these adventures, 
Tucker shows a realistic view of people and society on the decline. Gary remains in con­
stant conflict in trying to keep his standards up as a person, as all around him life be­
comes a savage game of survival. He becomes obsessed with his dream of crossing the bar­
rier at any cost. As the years past he falls into the game. Now the only future is the 
next meal.

Wilson Tucker has written a very realistic look at the aftermath of atomic war. Though 
first published in 1952, this novel needs no updating, as is true with all classics, and 
stands the test of time very well. All the right elements are found inside to make this 
a great book. The action keeps the plot moving at a steady pace. The characters are 
truly portrayed and very human in qualities. This novel should always remain in print. 
Like I said, it's a classic.

A PLEASANT HALF-A-CON Convention Report by Nicki Lynch

If you were anywhere else November 9-11 other than Birmingham, you missed a good Haif­
a-Con! A small group of a little more than 100 Southern fen gathered in the Birmingham 
Hilton Hotel to relax and enjoy each other's company.

While Half-a-Con is traditionally a relax-a-con and therefore has no programming, Half 
a-Con had some light programming, mostly as an introduction to Birmingham fandom and as an 
outlet for those interested in video. The local SCA introduced themselves and provided a 
small buffet for those interested in sampling their fare.

The major feature was the people. Most of the South's noted fans, including Guy Lil­
lian III who drove in from Greensboro, NC, were in attendance. The ABC's got together for 
a while to discuss the possibility of a Putt-Putt tournament between the clubs and other 
projects.

Half-a-Con was a success from the people point of view. It was a pleasant weekend 
with friends, and no one had to miss programming.

THE FUTURE OF SPACEFLIGHT or WHERE CAN WE GO BUT UP?
Commentary by D, Wayne Martin

Рал-t Cne: The ^гал гаЛлг?

With rapidly decreasing natural resources and increasing population, it is only natural 
to assume that Earth's future lies in space travel. As stocks of raw materials are depleted, 
space mining will come to the forefront. Moons and asteroids will be subject to intense 
searches for metals and minerals within the next 100 years. Man's present technology is 
sufficient to handle this need, but what of the future? What about deep space exploration? 
How do we get to the stars?

According to the physical laws of our Einsteinian universe, nothing may travel in ex­
cess of the speed of light -- there may be two possible exceptions to this but they will be 
explained in part two of this article -- so any effort that we may make along the lines of 
interstellar travel will have to conform to this rule. Remember, however, that the Theory 
of Relativity is just that, a theory; it has yet to be proven conclusively.

The simplest method for use as a stardrive would be the solar sail. Space craft ha­
ving special aluminum coated sheets of film ride the "solar wind" which is actually pro­
tons flying away from the sun at near lightspeed. The radiation pressure of these protons 

con£inu.e.d on page. 15
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THE FUTURE OF SPACEFLIGHT (cost.)
acts on the sails and propels the ship at approximately 140,000 miles per hour. This system 
would be very useful for interplanetary voyages, but forget about interstellar travel. 
Thirty-nine miles per second is little more than 0.002 percent of the speed of light, and 
several thousand years would pass before a solar sail powered craft, could reach Alpha Cen­
tauri. Unless advancements are mace in the field of cryogenics, this method may be con­
sidered useless.

A second path would be ionic propulsion. This is a reaction thrust achieved by elec­
trifying copper rods. As a negative charge is applied to the forward ends of the rods, e­
lectrons build up and are thrown off the opposite ends. The result would be a slow accel­
eration eventually approaching the speed of light. The acceleration would be vpalj slow; 
it might take as much as ten years to build up to light speed. This, also, might work well 
for interplanetary trips, especially as an auxiliary thrust for returning deep space sail 
ships.

Yet another method would involve the Bussard Ramjet, which would be a fusion fired 
spacecraft with the potential of lightspeed. Picture it; a Eussard Ramjet leaves an orbital 
spaceport. It fires up its fusion engine with stored liquid hydrogen. As the craft's speed 
increases, it extends an invisible net of electromagnetism and scoops up hydrogen (from space) 
for fuel. Fine. The only problem is that the ship would have to be extremely large to pro­
vide for the electromagnets which will generate the fuel net as well as to cover a wide area 
to catch enough free hydrogen to be of use. Let's say that the ramjet is a double ring con­
struction. The outer ring would be a giant magnet, and magnets would run along radial spokes 
to che inner ring where the fusion reaction would take place. With a radius of a half mile, 
the magnetic field would cover an area of 21,784,544 square feet, definitely sufficient to 
provide fuel for the ramjet. Problem: the cost would be extreme and the benefits would be 
very low. The ship would encompass a lot of space, but the cargo would have to be small and 
compact and ZcgLt, because the higher the mass cf the payload, the more total mass the ship 
would have; thus it would be harder to move and would require more hydrogen fuel to move it. 
Still, this would be a highly useful tool in exploration of nearby star systems. Coloniza­
tion by this method would be absurd unless a huge ramjet was constructed to carry the colon­
ists to their destination and even then, the expense would be prohibitive.

Thus we come to the final possibility, gravity and inertia control. If the effects of 
gravity and inertia on a space craft can be diminished or completely neutralized, an object 
as simple as a flashlight could be used to drive the ship at lightspeed until the batteries 
went dead. This can be interpreted as the ideal action/reaction drive. Assuming that photons, 
light particles, have effective mass, the action of photons being released in a tight beam 
at one end of the ship would result in the craft moving at lightspeed in the opposite dir­
ection. Thus we have our stardrive.

In the concluding part, I will examine the possibility of long range voyages, and of 
faster-than-1ight drives.

Sharon Weco Again thanks for
St. 2, Sex 350 CHA?. I have become
Blairsville, GA 30512 addicted and need

my fix every month.
- see Harvia has done it to me again—Z 

broke up over the cartoon of the cats cradle, 
ana wpat is his real name? (Havria that is, 
not tne alien in the cartoon.)

enjoyed the movie and teevee reviews, 
ллеп, ’ey tne way, is Hollywood going to catch 
up to 19,9? 3y the turn of the centurv?..
..Which centurv?
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on apas. Pass the word.)) A 4 issue sub 
to FILS 770 costs $2.00 sent to Mike Slyer, 
14974 Osceola St., Sylmar, CA 91342.

((Consider the znrovncemenc placed! E loach 
farsayd zo the next SCUTE СЕ.. UE MUCH. ETLE 770 
is also torch the r.oncy; Eihe does a good go's. CE. 
crazes vith hit. Uihe till also be the Far. ZoS az 
the 1330 CSC in Atlanza-ASFiCon. ))

But you can’t go to the masquerade 
as yourselr, Chat! How’s about a 
nice neofan disguise instead?
Harry "Andy" Andruschak 
6933 N. Rcsemead Blvd., #31 
San Gabriel, CA 91775

Received 
#26, much thanks.

Flease an­
nounce that the

next issue cf SOUTH OF THE MOON ('A zine that 
lists all the APAs and hat they are doing, sho's in 
charge, etc.-ea.)), #16, will be published as a 
part of Make Glyer's FILE 770 ,\nnual listing 
of Science Fiction Clubs and Fanzines. ((Glyer

Vernon Clark Glad to see Char-
6216 Janmer Ln. lie's two install-
Knoxville, TN 37919 meats of 2061 А.Э.

Having to wait for 
the stories end is made easier with twice as 
much story as we used to see.

I'd second Ken Scott's praise cf TIME 
AFTER TIME. While the movie's technical 
effects are not as good as George Pal's 
classics for THE TIME MACHINE, TAT makes up 
for it by leaps and bounds with its story. 
Finally, a movie where the story is all im­
portant! Sure, there are some mistakes in 
the story, but damn it at least this movie 
tries. I don't think the genre has had a 
movie with this much attention paid to the 
story since Kubrick's A CLOCKWORK ORANGE. 
I wonder if if it is only a coincidence that 
both films star Malcolm McDowell. I hope 
TAT is very successful, then mayhaps more 
such well-written movies will come our way.

needs info on clubs as badly as I need info
(( Veil, the last four installments of Charlie's 
2061 A. C. are ready, too this time and the last too 
near time. Clad everyone enjoyed them!

daybe FLEE AFTEE ТИТЕ till start a zrend. SVL.) )

A Special Year-End Issue of...

CHAT 
4207 Davis Lane
Chattanooga, TN 37416

maZZ 
do not d&Laij

NEXT CSFA MEETING SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15, 7:30 PM 
UTC STUDENT CENTER, LOOKOUT MTN. ROOM 
FEATURE: "The Last of the Red Hot Mundanes"


